Diocesan Training Council –

Quarterly Report to Meeting of Diocesan Council – 7th May, 2009.
[A] Establishment of New Working Groups by Newly Constituted Executive.
At a meeting on 26th February, the newly formed Executive of the Diocesan Training Council established Working Groups under the three Strategic Headings of Growth, Unity and Service. Co-Ordinators were identified for each Working Group. These were asked to gather their Working Group members together to start engaging with each Training Area.
Under each Strategic Heading, Working Groups with Group Co-Ordinators were established as follows:

Growth:

(a) Commissioned Ministers (Mavis Gibbons) (b) “Fresh Expressions” (Rev Paddy McGlinchy)

(c) Growing Leaders (Rev Paul Dundas)

Unity:
(a) To Strengthen Internal Diocesan Ties – The work of this strand includes (i) Rural Deans to re-consider their role, (ii) Bishop’s Lent Course, (iii) Clergy Retreat, (iv) Clergy Wives (v) and the “Energise” Youth Leaders Training and Support Programme.
(b) Inter Church (Co-Ordinator Mr Peter Hamill)

Service:

(a) Pastoral Care Courses. (Co-Ordinator to be identified) (b) Hospital Lay Chaplaincy (Jennifer Bell) (c) Training Elements of Social Issues (Rev John McClure).

These new structures are being given some time to become established. Co-Ordinators will report to the next meeting of the Diocesan Training Council Executive to be held on the morning of 7th May, 2009.

[B] Mr Peter Hamill – Diocesan Training Co-Ordinator.
Peter’s Training Programme for the Diocese continues as follows:
Clergy Training: 
(a) 28th May – Clergy Training Day: “Preaching Using Personality Types” - Canon Dr Leslie Francis at St Peter’s, Antrim Road.
(b) Drawing on his “Report on Clergy Training” (MA Ed in Lifelong Learning), Peter will develop a “template” for Clergy Training in the Diocese.
Lay Training: (a) Organised the successful series of Bishop’s Lent Courses ‘09 “Equipping the Saints” (St Peter’s Parish, Belfast, Antrim Parish, & Bushmills Parish), (b) Review of Commissioned Ministers Scheme in the Diocese,
Youth Training (See also BFG –Youth Strand) : Completed (a) Trainee Leader Courses, at St Paul’s, York Road, and St Patrick’s. Ballymena, and (b) “After – Energize” Youth Leadership Training Evenings (Antrim, Belfast & Ballymoney). 
Children’s Ministry(See also BFG – Youth/Children’s Strand):  Supervising with Mrs Margaret Fullerton the Diocesan Children’s Ministry Survey conducted in parishes across the Diocese over the Easter period. Findings from this survey will inform a strategic direction for Children’s Ministry in the diocese.
S Forde 26/4/09.

