MOTHERS’  UNION  UPDATE – APRIL  09
Mothers’  Union  in  the  diocese  continues  to  be  busy  supporting  the  work  of  the  organisation  both  at  home  and  overseas.  In  January  we  held  ‘A  Taste  of  Worldwide’  events  in  two  venues  across  the  diocese – Bushmills  and  Eglantine.  This  was  an  opportunity  to  bring  members  up  to  date  with  the  work  of  Mothers’  Union  overseas  which  our  members  support  prayerfully  and  financially.  Every  year  members  in  Connor  Diocese  donate  around  £20,000  to  the  Overseas  Development  Fund  and  it  is  important  that  they  know  as  much  as  possible  about  the  work  that  is  enabled  by  their  generous  giving.  Mothers’  Union  runs  three  Essential  Programmes  in  Africa:

MU  Literacy  and  Development  Programme  (MULDP)

MU  Parenting  Programme  (MUPP)

MU  Family  Life  Programme  (MUFLP)

All  of  these  programmes  aim  to  improve  the  lives  of  the  most  disadvantaged  in  some  of  the  poorest  countries  in  Africa  by  giving  them  basic  skills  by  which  they  can  become  self  sufficient  and  have  a  better  future.
The  Mothers’  Union  Relief  Fund  (for  emergency  situations  such  as  famine,  flood,  drought  etc) is  under  great  pressure  with  around  £60,000  given  out  in  grants  in  the  first  quarter  of  2009.  In  May,  a  group  of  up  to  20  members  will  do  the  9 mile  walk  at  the  Belfast  Marathon  to  raise  money  for  the  Relief  Fund.
The  Mothers’  Union  ‘Make  a  Mothers’  Day’  campaign  is  always  well  supported  in  the  diocese.  This  is  an  ethical  giving  campaign  which  encourages  members  to  donate  money  for  specific  items  such  as  mosquito  nets,  mango  trees,  bicycles   etc  as  an  alternative  Mothers’  Day  gift,  or  in  memory  of  a  late  mother.  Over  the  UK  and  Ireland  the  campaign  raised  around  £156,000 in  2008  so  we  hope  that  will  be  matched  or  bettered  in  2009.
Locally,  the  Parenting  Programme  in  the  diocese  has  made  great  strides  with  courses  being  run  in  a  local  school,  funded  by  the  Extended  Schools  Programme.  We  are  contracted  by  the  school  to  deliver  another  course  in  the  next  twelve  months.  We  are  also  actively  planning  a  parish  parenting  group  at  the  request  of  a  Rector  and  hope  to  see  that  take  place  in  the  next  few  months.  Two  more  ladies  have  now  undergone  initial  training  to  become  fully  accredited   Parenting  Group  Facilitators  through  the  London  Open  College  bringing  our  team  up  to  7.  These  ladies  will  consider  any  openings  within  the  diocese  and  so  we  encourage  parishes  to  contact  us  for  more  details  if  they  would  like  to  organise  a  parenting  group.

Our  hospital  projects  continue  as  we  seek  to  meet  the  great  need  that  exists  in  a  financially  constrained   Health  Service.  Staff  in  the  Premature  Baby  Unit  are  always  very  grateful  to  see  us  coming  on  a  regular  basis  with  quilts,  grieving  gowns  and  knitted  items.  Equally,  our  Emergency  Sponge  Bags  are  well  used  and  appreciated  by  A&E  staff.

Looking  ahead  to  Autumn  09,  we  are  currently  compiling  a  book  of  branch  memories  which  will  be  launched  at  the  end  of  October  09.  This,  we  hope,  will  capture  many  memories  of  Mothers’  Union  life  in  the  diocese  and  provide  a  living  history  of  interest  to  both  members  and  the  wider  community. 
