Diocesan Training Council.
Quarterly Report to Meeting of Diocesan Council – Thursday 3rd September, 2009.

Rev Paul Dundas has submitted the following Report:
Working Groups:
The Working Groups were established in late spring and early summer as follows:

1. Growth: (a) Commissioned Ministers; (b) “Fresh Expressions”; (c) Growing Leaders.

2. Unity: (a) Strengthen Internal Diocesan Ties (Role of Rural Deans/ Bishop’s Lent Courses / Clergy retreat / Clergy Wives / “Energise” Youth Leaders Training & Support Programme); 

(b) Interchurch Group.

3. Service: (a) Pastoral Care Courses; (b) Hospital Lay Chaplaincy; (c) Training Elements of Social Issues
Initial reports were made to the DTC meeting on 7th May, 2009 regarding membership of their group as well as reporting on the possible vision and direction of their group.

The next year will enable each Working Group to become established and make significant contributions to the witness of the Diocese and in Parishes as new projects are nurtured and encouraged.

Commissioned Ministers
The work of Commissioned Ministers goes from strength to strength with a Quiet Day held on the 6th June. As recommended at the Diocesan Synod in June 2009, the Diocesan Council will review the assessment of “Commissioned Ministry” carried out by the Training Council in 2009, and submit its own review of Commissioned Ministry to Synod in 2010. The Commissioned Ministry scheme continues and a proposed information morning for clergy will take place on 22nd September.

Attached (below) – Report from Mr Peter Hamill, Diocesan Training Co-Ordinator.

REPORT OF PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN BY PETER HAMILL, DIOCESAN TRAINING CO-ORDINATOR.

  Summer / Autumn 2009.

CLERGY TRAINING

1. Proposed Clergy Retreat – June 2010. Research of venue: Propose “Ministeracres” Retreat Centre, outside Newcastle-upon -Tyne. Beautiful site, comfortable “budget accommodation”. Budget will allow up to 40 to attend.

2. Liturgy Seminars. Led by the Bishop of Connor and Rev Peter McDowell, to be repeated at 4 venues across the diocese  (8th Oct evening Coleraine, 14th Oct evening Glengormley, 15th Oct morning Ballymena, 19th Oct evening St Thomas’ Belfast)

3. Academic Publication – Drawn from MA Ed. thesis, article has been written and accepted for publication which draws conclusions from “clergy training survey”, conducted last year with clergy of Connor and Clogher Dioceses. To be published in the Journal of Practical Theology (2010).

LAY TRAINING

1. “Pastoral Care in a Mission Context” Training Course – New Lay Visitors course to take place in Holy Trinity, Belfast from Wed 30th Sep for five nights

2. Community R elations Group (a Diocesan Training Council Sub-group) -  to look at feasibility of a diocesan support statement for those wishing to undertake community relations work

3. Growing Leaders Group (DTC Sub-group) – plan to find out what parishes are doing to recruit leaders and then formulate a strategy.

YOUTH

1. “Energise” Diocesan Youth Project – Bishop invites all young people and their leaders to a “Fusion “event at Lisburn Cathedral on Sunday 27th Sep 6.30 pm

2. Leader’s Consultation – Contacts made with Youth leaders in Parishes across the Diocese, through the “Energise” process are to be asked to an event in the autumn to explore how we can further develop youth support

CHILDREN

1. Supervision of Margaret Fullerton’s Research Project – All clergy interviews complete and surveys returned. Margaret due to finish by end of Sept, although may not finish her report until the  end  of Oct.

Survey results – 605 returned, over 500 in the correct age group, results to be processed over the next few weeks.

2. Develop a Database of Children’s Ministry Leaders from the Parish Survey. – Bishop supporting the formation of a database of all children’s leaders in the Diocese as a resource for sending information and the results of the Diocesan Children’s Survey. Survey to find out needs of leaders and how best to support them.

3. Establish Children’s Ministry Steering Group in the Diocese – Steering Group being formed to produce Diocesan Strategy for Diocesan Synod 2010.

PERONAL DEVELOPMENT

1. RCB Standing committee sub group – Invited to be member of All-Ireland group looking at children’s ministry in the Church of Ireland.

2. Organise Internationally recognised Speakers to Speak in Connor about children’s ministry - Mark Griffiths (early Dec), Nick Harding (Feb)

3. Own Academic Research Project – four chapters written outlining current status of research among leaders and training programmes available for leaders working with children.

