FAMILY STRAND

 
Recent MU activities and plans for the future:
 
A Diocesan Prayer Rep, Linda Cunningham from Ballymoney, has taken up her post and will shortly establish the Prayer Chain which has not been in operation since the death of Nina Dillon in December 2008.
 
Fifteen people took part in Belfast Marathon and raised £2,400 for MU in Connor.
 
Projects
1  Cook Book is ready for distribution to Freshers at QUB and UU at Jordanstown and Coleraine.  
2  Cot quilts and knitted baby garments are continually being made by members for use in the Neonatal Unit at RVH. These items are in great demand in the Unit.
3  A very successful Parenting Course was held in a primary school in Antrim.  Parents were invited to attend a "Taster Evening" where a local chemist gave advice on health and beauty and lifestyle changes.  MU Facilitator, Patricia Whirter outlined the purpose of a Parenting Course and a light supper was served. Parents were encouraged to think of attending a course as a privilege not a penance.
Schools on the Extended Schools List(these schools are deemed to be in socially deprived areas and are in need of special funding) in the North Eastern Education Board Area will be offered a course and we are hopeful that this offer will be taken up by some. Two parishes have requested information on Parenting and were are hopeful that this will bear fruit.
4  The Trustees propose to launch a new project beginning in summer of 2010.  We will fund a family or small group of people eg. widows to have a holiday in Northern Ireland on the recommendation of their Rector.  A legacy of 1,000 euros has been received by the diocese from the estate of a Donegal lady who bequeathed 15,000 euros to MU Ireland.  We will use this money as a basis to start a fund called AFIA(Away From It All).
 
O'Neill Cup 2009
A book of memories will be published in October containing 70 stories from 44 branches telling of branch life and O'Neill Cup anecdotes.  This event may well be the final O'Neill Cup event.  Lady O'Neill donated the silver cup to the diocese in 1969.  Competitions for all types of handicrafts, drama, singing, prayer books, branch history books and community projects have taken place over the years.  Lady O'Neill died this year so it is fitting that the Book of Memories closes a chapter in the history of Connor Diocese.
