AGE ABILITY COMMITTEE REPORT TO DIOCESAN COUNCIL FEBRUARY 2009

The Pastoral and Spiritual Care of People with Dementia Seminar

On 22 October at the Templeton Hotel, the Rev Dr Heather Morris, Director of Ministry, Edgehill Theological College led a seminar on the above topic.  The aim of the half day conference was to prepare clergy and others involved in pastoral care to minister to people with dementia and addressed areas including the nature of dementia, what the spiritual needs are of someone with dementia and examined various pastoral responses to this complex issue.  Dr Morris’s relaxed presentation and a thorough knowledge of this area provided the ninety delegates with a very informative and worthwhile morning.  It is hoped that we will invite Dr Morris to address another area of concern at a future seminar.
Farewells 
Members of the committee met in November to say farewell and thanks to Canon Jim Moore outgoing Chairman, Jeffrey Johnston, outgoing Hon Secretary and Clara Adams who represented the Mothers’ Union.  Canon Moore and Mr Johnston were presented with gift vouchers as a token of the appreciation of the committee members and the diocese for all they had contributed over the past years.  

The members of the newly formed committee have met twice to look at some future areas which might be explored. 
Rev Denise Acheson, Rector of Dunmurry

Mrs Valerie Ash, Mothers’ Union unit co-ordinator for Faith and Policy

Marjorie Beattie is the indoor members’ representative for Connor Mothers’ Union
Dr Roger Cromey is a semi-retired GP and parishioner in Jordanstown 
Rev David Lockhart, Rector of Cloughfern

Archdeacon Stephen McBride, Vicar of Antrim

Mr Roy Totten, Glenavy Parish, Diocesan Council, Church Army
Valerie Ash agreed to act as Hon Secretary of the committee which will be chaired by Archdeacon McBride
AREAS OF INTEREST

Edinburgh diocese – has a highly developed programme – Faith in Older People - and contact has been re-established with the co-ordinator, Mary Moffett who visited Connor in June 2007.
CB and Sound systems – Antrim Parish has installed a CB system which relays the Sunday services to 40 housebound parishioners.  The cost of the system was under £2,000.  BT has also developed a digital system by which parishioners can listen to services via their telephone.  The use of sound systems, cb systems, loop systems and portable ramps and other such items which can make worship more accessible could be areas to be explored at a half day seminar or a topic for diocesan synod. 

Dr Heather Morris – following the most successful half day seminar at the Templeton Hotel in Templepatrick, Heather is to be invited to explore a topic such as ‘caring for the carers.’ We hope to arrange a seminar for either April or October 2010. 

The Young old – how do we incorporate the talents and skills of the young, newly retired parishioners.   This is an area that many churches and agencies are examining.
Other agencies – there are schemes such as the ‘message in a bottle scheme’ and a borough council donated thermometers to elderly residents.  We are arranging to make contact with agencies who specialise in care of the elderly to examine how we can enable them to have a more effective link with those who are elderly throughout the diocese.

